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Community  Sends  Clear  Message:  No  Garage! 

Coalition  Asks  Hospital  and  BRA  to  Honor  Referendum  Results  and  Cancel  Garage  Plans 


The  message  sent  by  voters  in  Chinatown’s  Parcel  C  referendum  is  clear. 
The  Asian  community,  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  does  not  want  the  New 
England  Medical  Center  to  build  a  garage  on  Parcel  Con  Oak  Street  in  return 
for  more  than  $1.82  million  in  community  benefits. 

The  result  of  the  voting  was  1,692  against  construction  of  the  the  455-car 
garage  and  42  in  favor  of  it.  Of  the  1,692  votes  cast  against  the  garage  plan, 
654  were  by  Chinatown  residents,  and  1,038  by  voters  from  outside  of 
Chinatown.  Of  the  42  who  favored  the  garage,  14  were  Chinatown  voters  and 
28  were  from  outside  of  the  neighborhood.  Different  colored  ballots  were  cast 
by  Chinatown  residents  and  voters  living  outside  the  neighborhood. 

The  1,747  votes  cast  in  the  referendum  was  far  larger  than  the  401  cast  in 
the  1992  Neighborhood  Council  election  and  the  660  cast  in  the  1991  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council  election.  Only  the  roughly  2500  votes  cast  in  the  1988 
Council  election  exceeded  this  week’s  vote. 

Held  Sept.  12  and  13  in  Chinatown,  the  voting  was  monitored  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  a  neutral  party  which  also  counted  the 
votes.  The  referendum  was  organized  by  the  Coalition  to  Protect  Parcel  C  for 
Chinatown,  an  organization  formed  after  the  Chinatown/South  Cove  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council  voted  in  May  to  approve  the  garage  plan  despite  significant 
opposition  from  some  quarters  of  the  community. 

The  NEMC  garage/benefit  plan  calls  for  the  construction  of  a  455-car 
garage  on  the  BRA’s  Parcel  C,  which  is  currently  a  parking  lot  adjacent  to  the 
hospital  building  under  construction  on  Washington  Street  in  Chinatown.  In 
return  for  being  allowed  to  build  the  garage,  NEMC  would  contribute  to  the 
community  more  than  $1.82  million  or  a  10,0(X)-square-foot  community  cen¬ 
ter.  The  hospital  would  use  the  garage  for  patient  and  visitor  parking. 

The  Parcel  C  proposal  is  an  issue  that  has  deeply  divided  the  community. 
The  Neighborhood  Council  -  believing  that  it  was  acting  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  -  approved  the  proposal  in  May.  Many  community  members, 
especially  those  associated  with  organizations  involved  in  negotiating  the 
Parcel  C  issue  with  the  NEMC,  opposed  the  plan,  saying  that  the  hospital 
wasn’t  offering  the  community  a  large  enough  community  center  nor  enough 
money  to  justify  giving  up  Parcel  C. 

They  pointed  out  that  the  city  had  promised  Parcel  C  to  the  community  as 
the  future  site  of  a  Chinatown  community  center.  At  the  same  time,  the  city 
had  allowed  the  NEMC  to  buy  an  adjacent  piece  of  land  (originally  meant  for 
community  use)  on  which  it  is  currently  building  its  new  project. 

In  an  effort  to  be  fair,  the  city  gave  one  piece  of  land  to  the  community  and 
one  piece  to  NEMC.  However,  NEMC’s  Parcel  C  plan,  which  came  about 
because  Chinatown  couldn’t  find  money  to  build  a  community  center  on  its 
own,  left  the  community  with  $1.82  million  (or  a  small  community  center),  but 
no  land.  continued  on  page  9 

Town  Meeting  in  Chinatown 


Community  members  are  reminded 
that  an  Economic  Town  Meeting  &  Job 
Fair  will  be  held  Sunday,  Sept.  26  in 
Boston ’s  Chinatown. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Sackler 
Building  Tufts  Medical  School,  145  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  Boston. 

The  Town  Meeting  portion  of  the  event 
will  be  held  from  noon  to  2  pm.  At  that 
time,  community  members  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  hear  about  the  future  of  the 
Massachusetts  economy  as  well  as  meet 
and  talk  with  public  officials  about 
economic  issues. 

The  Job  Fair  and  Business  Resource 


component  of  the  event  will  be  held  from 
2  pm  to  5  pm.  Community  members  will 
be  able  to  meet  with  representatives  of 
various  businesses  and  job  training  and 
job  placement  programs.  They  will  also 
find  information  to  improve  their  business 
skills  and  access  resources  to  help  their 
businesses. 

Translations  will  be  available.  The 
event  is  sponsored  by  the  Chinatown 
Coalition  of  the  Healthy  Boston  Initiative. 
All  members  of  the  community  are  invited 
to  attend.  For  information  call  Beverly 
Wing  at  654-2946. 


Community  members  voting  in  Parcel  C  Referendum  at  the  Quincy  School. 


Editorial:  The  Mayoral  Election 

The  primary  election  to  select  two  final  candidates  for  Mayor  of  Boston  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  21.  Important  issues  cited  in  the  election  include 
crime  and  public  safety,  jobs  and  economic  development,  education  and 
neighborhood  development. 

These  are  all  concerns  of  the  Chinese  community.  What  does  the  future 
hold  for  immigrant  workers  with  limited  English  skills  and  struggling  small 
businesses?  Will  the  new  mayor  support  Chinatown’s  ongoing  fight  against 
the  Combat  Zone?  Will  we  be  represented  in  the  School  Committee?  What 
will  finally  be  developed  on  Parcel  C?  Every  vote  cast  in  the  community  helps 
to  bring  attention  to  these  questions. 

Right  now,  six  mayoral  candidates  have  supporters  working  for  them  in 
Chinatown.  Some  people  point  to  this  lack  of  unity  as  a  sign  that  we  are  not 
ready  to  be  a  political  force  in  the  city.  But  we  have  made  progress  when  so 
many  candidates  feel  they  need  to  work  for  our  votes!  The  key  is  to  keep  our 
focus  on  the  issues  critical  to  our  community’s  livelihood,  and  greater  political 
unity  will  develop  over  time. 

TTie  recent  Chinatown  Community  Referendum  on  Parcel  C,  in  which  1,747 
community  members  came  out  to  voice  their  opinions  on  New  England 
MedicalCenter’s  parking  garage  proposal,  showed  the  potential  of  our  com¬ 
munity  to  develop  new  political  clout.  We  need  to  register  in  greater  numbers 
and  turn  out  on  election  day.  But  we  also  need  to  work  year-round  to  rai.sc  our 
community  understanding  of  the  political  system,  develop  grassroots,  neigh¬ 
borhood-based  leaders,  and  to  turn  politics  from  a  dirty  game  of  inside  favors 
to  a  real  mechanism  for  improving  our  quality  of  life. 

Note:  You  can  still  register  to  vote  in  the  Nov.  2  final  election.  Voter  registration 
is  available  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays,  9:30  am-5 pm  at  the  Chinese  Progessive 
Association,  1 64  Lincoln  St.,  or  Fridays  1  -5 pm  at  the  Quincy  School  Community 
Council  main  ojfice. 

-By  Lydia  l^we 


Interview:  Amy  Tan  and  Ron  Bass 
On  the  Film  "The  Joy  Luck  Cluh" 


In  adapting  her  novel  "The 
Joy  Luck  Club,"  for  the  screen, 
writer  Amy  Tan  says  she  was 
more  concerned  about  preserv¬ 
ing  the  emotional  essence  of  her 
story  than  in  holding  rigidly  to 
the  content  of  the  novel.  The 
movie  "has  to  become  its  own 
creation,"  says  Tan,  who  was  in 
Boston  recently  to  discuss  the 
film  "The  Joy  Luck  Club,"  which 
opens  here  ^pt.  24. 

"They  were  much  more 
protective  of  the  book  than  1 
was,"  she  says  of  Wayne  Wang, 
the  film’s  director,  and  Ronald 


Bass,  who  wrote  the  script  with 
her.  "As  a  writer  1  would  like  to 
do  something  new." 

And  while  some  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  film,  the  main 
stories  of  the  book  have  all  been 
included  in  the  film.  "I’m  amazed 
at  how  true  this  movie  feels  to 
the  book,"  she  says.  "To  the  emo¬ 
tional  core,  the  heart  of  the 
book." 

Adapting  the  novel  to  the 
screen  was  challenging  to  the 
movie  makers,  largely  because  it 
tells  many  stories  that  take  place 
in  different  places  and  times. 


"Wayne  [Wang]  and  1  had  come 
together  earlier"  to  try  to  work' 
out  a  structure  for  the  film,  says 
Tan.  "Nobody  could  figure  out 
how  to  do  this." 

That  was  left  to  Bass,  a 
screenwriter  whose  credits  in¬ 
clude  the  film  "Rain  Man."  Ba.s.s  c 
came  up  with  the  idea  of  using  a  s 
going-away  party  -  not  included  f 
in  the  novel  -  as  a  "wrap-around."  c 
The  party,  he  explains,  serves  as  1 
"a  place  to  come  back  to"  after  1 
the  film  tells  its  various  stories.  1 
"We  invented  the  struaure,"  J 
continued  on  page  6  ■ 
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HOUSING 


Oak  Terrace  Developer  Awaits  BRA  Approval 


The  Asian  Community  Development 
Corporation  (ACDC)  is  still  waiting  for 
city  approval  to  start  construction  of  the 
88-unit  Oak  Terrace  community  hous¬ 
ing  project  inChinatown. 

Carol  Lee,  ACDC’s  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  said  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  plans  to  vote  on  a 
number  of  outstanding  project  issues  at 
its  Sept.  23  meeting.  She  believes  con¬ 
struction  will  still  begin  this  month. 

At  a  recent  BRA  meeting,  board 
members  expressed  concern  about  a  loss 
of  revenue  from  a  nearby  parking  lot 
which  ACDC  wants  to  use  as  a  construc¬ 
tion  staging  area.  The  BRA  board, 
which  took  the  matter  under  advise¬ 
ment,  said  they  needed  additional  infor- 
mation  before  they  could  make  a 
decision  on  the  matter. 

The  Oak  Terrace  Project  will  be  built 
on  the  bra’s  Parcel  R3-B  at 


Former  site  of  Chinatown  playground  on  which 
Oak  Terrace  housing  will  be  built. 


Washington  Street  and  Oak  Street  in 
Chinatown.  The  BRA  suggested  that 
some  $45,000  in  parking  revenues  from 
nearby  parcel  R3-A  would  be  lost  if  part 
of  the  site  is  used  during  construction  of 
the  project.  The  BRA  has  recently  been 
experiencing  financial  difficulties  and 
needs  the  money,  she  suggested. 


Lee,  however,  said  ACDC  has  found 
that  the  BRA  would  lose  only  $22,000  by 
allowing  them  to  use  the  site  .  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  part  of  the  R3-Asite  would 
be  used  for  the  housing  project  anyway 
and  part  lost  from  the  r^esign  of  Pine 
and  Maple  Streets.  These  losses  would 
have  to  be  incurred  even  if  the  lot  wasn’t 
used  as  a  staging  area,  she  said. 

Lee  last  week  said  she  was  confident 
that  questions  about  four  or  five  finan¬ 
cial  matters  also  being  studied  by  the 
BRA  would  not  hold  up  the  project 
either. 

Beacon  Construction,  the  project’s 
contractor,  has  already  begun  preparing 
the  site  and  has  dismantled  playground 
equipment  in  the  small  Oak  Street  park 
nearby.  The  housing  project  site  in¬ 
cludes  the  playground  area. 

Lee  said  that  the  BRA  needs  to  give 
the  project  a  green  light  this  month  to 


insure  that  it  can  be  built  within  the 
14-month  period  designated  in  the 
terms  of  the  arrangements 

made  to  finance  the  project.  ACDC 
plans  to  ask  the  BRA  to  donate  the  land 
on  which  the  project  will  be  built. 

In  a  related  matter,  ACDC’s  Capital 
Campaign  has  received  a  $30,000  con¬ 
tribution  from  the  Bank  of  Boston  and 
$20,000  from  the  Riley  Foundation. 

Money  from  the  campaign  would  be 
used  for  special  needs  that  may  arise  as 
the  project  is  built.  Also,  Citizen’s  Bank 
is  a  new  equity  investor  in  the  project. 


-R.O. 


SECRETARY 

WGBH  is  seeking  a  highly  motivated  enthusiastic  individual 
to  provide  administrative  support  for  busy  department.  Ideal 
candidates  must  have  excellent  communication  and 
organizational  skills;  knowledge  of  Macintosh  and  word 
processing.  College  degree  or  equivalent  experience 
preferred.  Prior  experience  in  a  communications  field  a  plus! 
Interested  candidates  should  send  letter  and  resume  to: 

WGBH  Education  Foundation 
Human  Resources  Department  (94-0002) 

125  Western  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02134 

IVGBH  fosters  a  multicultural  environment  which  offers 
opportunity  for  success. 


We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments — and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick. . . 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street, 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 

(508)470-2611 

30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508)  927-2055 
Tozer  Rd.,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  BrxK'kton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)  472-6766 

1001  Soutliem  Artery,  Quincy 

HANOV  ER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)  871-3049 
Legion  Drive,  Hanover 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617)  545-2233 

65  North  River  Road.  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCH(K)L 
APARTMENTS 
(617)  749-8677 
86 Central  Street.  Hingham 

McNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
1508)872-6393 

75  Second  Street.  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
I  Canton  Road.  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 
(508)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive.  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(617)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue.  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 
COMMONS 
(508)  845-1161 
Route  9.  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 
(617)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way.  Weymouth 

.STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508)  852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street. 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 . 
Weymouth 


Open  Daily 
No  pets  please 


CORCORAN 

WANAGEPIENT 

COMRINY 


Equal 

Housing 

Opportunity 

6.  ^ 


Mfe’re  4ffimiatfve 
on  Dfversrty 


MHFA,  a  self-supporting  State  Agency  which  promotes  and  provides 
financing  to  assure  the  availability  of  quality  housing  for  Com¬ 
monwealth  residents  of  diverse  backgrounds  and  needs,  is  currently 
seeking  the  following: 


BENEFITS  ANALYST.  Will  be  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
health,  dental,  LTD,  life  and  deferred  compensation  plans.  Duties  in¬ 
clude  conducting  orientations,  processing  employee  benefit  changes 
and  monthly  premium  statements,  handling  employee  benefit  issues, 
and  assisting  with  special  projects.  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent 
with  3-5  years'  experience  and  excellent  communication  and  technical 
skills  required.  Spectrum  HRIS  and/or  Lotus  experience  a  plus. 


MHFA  offers  an  excellent  benefits  package  which  includes  health, 
life,  dental  and  tuition  reimbursement. 


Massachusetts 

Housing 

Finance 

Agency 


Please  submit  cover  letter,  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to  Human  Re¬ 
sources  Dept.,  Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency,  50  Milk  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02109.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
M/F/D/V. 


WANT  TO  BUY 
YOUR  OWN 
HOME? 

Come  to  the 


William  F.  Weld 
Governor 
Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 
Ll  Governor 


thru  Home  Ownership 


E  X  P  O 


Mary  L,  Padala 

Secretary 

E.O.C.D. 


Find  Out: 

Where  the  homes  are... 
Where  the  money  is.... 
How  to  do  it ! 


Date; 
October  2 
October  16 
October  30 


Time: 

10:00  am  -  4;00  pm 
10:00  am  -  4:00  pm 
10:00  am  -  4:00  pm 


Lx)cation: 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College.  Charlestown 
Mt.  Wachutett  Community  College,  Gardner 
Bristol  Community  College.  Fall  River 


ADMISSION  IS  FREE 

for  further  information  call  (617)  727  -  7765 

rn— ,  ..I.I  ...in -  „„  _ 
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EDUCATION 


Conference  Planned  for  Asian  Youth 


A  group  of  Asian  American 
youths  are  planning  a  fall  con¬ 
ference  on  issues  of  concern  to 
Asian  American  high  S4:hool  stu¬ 
dents.  The  "Conference  for 
Asian  Pacific  American  Youth" 
will  be  held  Nov.  16  at  Agassiz 
House,  Radcliffe  College,  Har¬ 
vard  University,  from  7:30  am  to 
2:45  pm. 

Greg  Chen,  who,  along  with 
several  other  adult  advisors,  is 
helping  the  students  organize 
the  conference,  said  as  many  as 
250  high  school  students  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  one-day 
event. 

The  idea  to  hold  a  conference 
grew  out  of  the  Asian  American 
Civil  Rights  Working  Group, 
which  was  formed  following  an 
Asian  American  civil  rights  con¬ 
ference  at  the  University  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  at  Boston  in  January. 
The  group  has  been  meeting 
regularly  at  the  state  Office  for 
Refugees  and  Immigrants. 

At  the  January  civil  rights 
conference  a  panel  of  youths  dis¬ 
cussed  problems  they  face  as 
Asian  students  in  area  high 
school.  The  youth  conference 


Some  of  the  student  and  adult 
organizers  of  the  youth  conference. 

grew  in  part  out  of  a  need  to 
address  the  issues  they  discussed. 

Chen  said  the  conference 
would  be  designed  to  allow  the 
students  maximum  participa¬ 
tion.  "We’d  like  it  to  be  as  inter¬ 
active  as  possible,"  he  said 

Workshops  on  the  following 
topics  will  be  held  at  the  con¬ 
ference:  Transformations: 
Names  People  Call  Me.;  The  In¬ 
terracial  Dating  Game;  Sexual 
Orientation  in  the  Asian  Com¬ 
munity;  Asian  Pacific  Americans 
in  the  Media;  Positive  Class¬ 
room  Dynamics  and  Multicul¬ 
tural  School  Curriculum; 


Prejudice  Within  the  Asian 
Pacific  American  Community; 
Gangs;  Youth/Parent  Relation¬ 
ships;  Stand  up  for  Your  Rights; 
and  Race  Relations." 

Katy  Mei-Kwen  Kwong,  a 
Chinese  bilingual  teacher  in  the 
Malden  Public  Schools  who  is 
also  advising  the  young  people, 
said  the  conference  will  also 
serve  to  create  an  Asian 
American  student  network.  "We 
realize  there  are  a  lot  of  Asian 
American  clubs  out  there  but 
there’s  no  way  for  them  to  get 
together,"  she  said. 

Chen  said  the  topics  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed  at  the  conference  include 
ones  that  Asian  youths  think 
about  or  talk  about  with  a  few 
friends  but  seldom  have  the 
chance  to  discuss  in  depth  with  a 
larger  group. 

Kwong  noted  that  many 
Asian  high  school  students  lack 
cultural  and  linguistic  support  in 
the  schools  in  part  because  there 
are  so  few  teachers  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  with  Asian  back¬ 
grounds.  She  also  pointed  out 
that  teachers  sometimes  tend  to 
ignore  Asian  students  because 


they  tend  to  believe  that  all  of 
them  are  "doing  well"  in  school. 
The  "model  minority"  stereotype 
also  tends  to  have  a  negative  im¬ 
pact  on  students  because  "it 
develops  high  expectations"  for 
them.  The  schools  also  tend  to 
lump  all  Asians  together  and  fail 
to  take  into  account  that  they 
have  different  ethnic  groups  and 
could  be  American  born  or  more 
recent  immigrants. 

About  eight  interns  and  25  to 
30  other  young  people  are  in¬ 
volved  in  planning  the  project. 
The  group,  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  Youth  Task  Force,  is 
currently  trying  to  raise  the 
roughly  $10,000  needed  to  pay 
for  the  conference. 

Ivan  Chan,  a  student  at  Lexi¬ 
ngton  High  School,  said  he  has 
first-hand  experience  of  some  of 
the  issues  to  be  discussed  at  the 
conference.  "These  issues 
weren’t  being  tackled  by  outside 
groups,  especially  the  schools 
themselves,"  he  said. 

The  hope  is  that  students  at¬ 
tending  the  conference  will  be 
able  to  gather  information  on 


various  topics  and  seek  solutions 
to  problems.  They  would  then 
take  what  they  have  learned  back 
to  their  individual  schools.  "Basi¬ 
cally  it  was  something  I  always 
wanted  to  do  but  never  had  the 
chance  to  do,"  said  Chan. 

Michele  Ott,  a  student  at 
Bates  College,  said  being  able  to 
plan  the  conference  gives  young 
people  "the  opportunity  to  do 
something  for  themselves"  as 
well  as  explore  issues  of  concern 
to  them.  "I  really  think  Asian 
Americans  face  a  unique  situa¬ 
tion,"  she  said.  "We’re  growing 
up  in  two  different  cultures,"  one 
of  which  is  American  and  one 
supplied  by  their  families.  j 

The  organizers  hope  that 
local  schools  will  view  the  event 
as  a  field  trip  and  allow  students 
to  take  the  day  off  to  attend.  The 
group  is  also  making  posters  to 
publicize  the  event. 

Youths  wishing  to  attend  the 
conference  should  register  by 
Oct.  22,  1993.  Admission  to  the 
conference  is  $5.  For  registration 
forms  and  information  call:  617- 
727-7888  ext.  334. 

-R.O. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  Sept. 
24, 1993  for  the  Oct  1, 1993  edi¬ 
tion. 


Trust  Rosaria. 

Rosaria... 

Her  life  has  been  about  one  thing,  doing  what’s  right 
She’ll  make  sure  that’s  what  City  Government  is  about 
Not  perks,  privileges,  and  the  boys  in  the  back  room. 

But  ethics,  honesty,  and  trust. 

Rosaria... 

She  knows  that  cronyism  and 
patronage  make  waste  and  incompetence. 

And  that  integrity  in  government  makes  effective  government. 
Better  services,  safer  streets,  good  schools,  more  jobs. 

Trust  Rosaria  to  do  what’s  ri^t 

Rosaria  Salerno  for  Mayor 

Vote  Tuesday,  September  2 1  st  •  No.  6  on  the  ballot 

Paid  for  by  The  Sademo  Comminee,  Lillian  Gonzalez,  Treasurer. 


CARMEN  CHAN 
VARVNY  DOUANGMANY 
CAROL  LEE 
SUZANNE  LEE 
VIVIAN  LEE 


ANDREW  LEUNG 
DAVID  LOH 

TOM  LOUIE  ajcsa 

LYDIA  LOWE  SStWlS 


DAVID  MOY 
ELAINE  NG 
HANG  NGUYEN 
CHENG  IMM  TAN 
MARY  TRUONG 


BROOKLINE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

Special  Education  Openings 

*  SPED  Teacher  for  Alleniative  Higli  School  Program,  strength  in  Science  and 
Math  preferred  (Wintlu-op  House) 

*  P/T  Licensed  Physical  Tlierapist 

*  Hourly  Educational  Aides 

*  Hourly  Alter  Schools  Aides 

K-8  Openings 

*  F/T  Music  Teacher 

*  .6  Reading/Writing  Teacher 

*  .4  Computer  Teacher 

Deadline  for  filing:  September  17,  1993.  Please  send  cover 
letter,  resume  and  references  to:  Christopher  H.  Maries, 
Director  of  Personnel,  333  Washington  Street,  Brookline, 
MA  02146.  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer 
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Resources  for 
Small  Businesses 
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Employment  Opportunities: 

I  Meet  representatives  of  " 

i.l  .  J  I  businesses.  Referrals  to  resources  to  help 

j-'-'  Meet  representatives  from’^T??  ;  your  business 
^  job  training  and  jobT  ft  ^ ^  opportunities  to 

placement  progra^?  ftft  ft!  improve  your  business  skills  , 
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Translation  Available  at  All  Events 
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Date:  Sunday  September  26/ 1993  •  :  ■  Jr 

^  Tiirie:  12  noon  to  2  pm.:  Town  Meeting 

I  -t  I  2  pm  to  5  pm.:  Job  Fair  &  Business  Resources  i  , 
Harrison  Ave  (Sadder  Bldg.,  Tufts  Medical  School) '  !  ' 

.  For  Information  contact  Beverly  Wing,  654-2946  ^ 
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LAO  COMMUNITY 


Women  offer  food  to  monks  at  the  Laotian  Buddhist  Temple. 


Laotians  Find  Support  in  Their  Community 


Text  and  Photos  by  Robert  O’Malley 

As  Sam  Boun  unravels  a  volleyball 
net  on  a  playing  field  in  Waltham,  a 
rattan  ball  sails  high  into  the  air  nearby, 
easily  clearing  a  net  stretched  across  the 
broad  field.  A  sharp  cracking  sound  dis¬ 
turbs  the  quiet  as  a  player  uses  his  head 
to  propel  the  ball  swiftly  back  to  the 
other  side.  Like  others  on  the  field 
today,  Boun,  employed  by  General 
Scanning  in  Watertown,  has  just 
finished  work. 

While  their  parents  play  soccer  and 
tha-gor  (rattan  ball),  children  gather  in 
small  groups  along  the  sidelines,  or  else 
sit  on  blankets  watching  their  mothers 
play  cards.  On  warm  summer  nights  like 
this,  at  the  end  of  the  work  day,  members 
of  the  area’s  Laotian  community  come 
to  the  field  to  be  with  friends.  While 
most  of  the  day  is  spent  living  in  a  world 
in  which  they  often  feel  like  outsiders, 
the  end  of  the  day  is  passed  with  people 
who  share  the  same  language  and  cul¬ 
ture;  who  make  life  seem  easy  and  whole 
again. 

When  Laotians  are  together  like  this, 
they  don’t  have  to  question  their  iden¬ 
tity,  says  Varuny  Douangmany,  whose 
sister,  niece  and  nephew  have  come  to 
the  field  today.  Because  they  are  with 
people  who  understand  them,  they  don’t 
have  to  feel  like  outsiders.  Any  doubts 
they  have  about  who  they  are  or  where 
they  fit  in  to  American  life  is  for  the 
moment  forgotten.  "That’s  why  people 
congregate  like  that,"  she  says.  The 
Laotian  community  maintains  its 
cohesiveness  by  regularly  getting 
together  to  play  sports,  worship  at  the 
Laotian  Buddhist  temple  in  Lowell,  or 
attend  parties  at  the  homes  of  friends.  In 
those  situations,  "they  don’t  have  to  ex¬ 
plain  who  they  are."  Many  of  the  older 
immigrants  will  always  feel  on  the  out¬ 
side,  she  explains.  "1  don’t  think  they’ll 
ever  feel  part  of  this  country." 

Although  many  of  the  older  Laotian 
immigrants  may  still  may  find  it  difficult 
to  feel  comfortable  with  American  life, 
hard  work  and  hope  in  the  future  have 
brought  them  much  success  and  better 
lives,  says  Joe  Homsombath,  an  equal 
opportunity  specialist  at  the  Office  of 
Civil  Rights  for  the  US  Dept,  of  Health 
and  Human  Services.  Homsombath 


believes  Laotians  who  came  to  this 
country  during  the  1970s  and  1980s  are 
doing  fairly  well  in  the  US. 

According  to  Dom  Douane  Rat- 
tanasone  of  Malden,  an  estimated  5,000 
Laotians  live  in  Lowell,  about  200  live  in 
Lynn,  and  smaller  numbers  are  scat¬ 
tered  in  other  area  towns.  Many,  he  says, 
work  as  machinists  or  assemblers  in  fac¬ 
tories  (electronics  companies,  for  ex¬ 
ample).  And  while  some  own 
businesses,  Douangmany  suggests  that 
Laotians  generally  prefer  to  work  for 
companies.  Many  have  purchased  their 
own  houses  and  bought  new  cars.  And 
parents  are  working  hard  to  educate 
their  children  and  send  them  to  college. 

At  the  same  time,  life  here  has  its 
share  of  difficulties.  Recent  immigrants 
remain  especially  vulnerable  when  the 
economy  turns  sour.  Many  have  been 
laid  off  from  jobs  in  recent  years,  and 
language  and  cultural  obstacles  make 
life  difficult  for  older  people.  Some 


children  also  have  problems,  joining 
youth  gangs  or  using  drugs. 

But  despite  these  problems,  Laotians 
continue  to  thrive.  TTieir  survival  in  the 
US  is  made  easier  through  reliance  on 
the  community’s  deeply-rooted  cultural 


traditions  of  hard  work  and  respect  for 
elders.  As  in  other  Southeast  Asian 

countries,  Buddhism  plays  an  essential 
role  in  the  moral  life  of  the  people.  "It’s 
really  similar  to  Thai  culture  because  we 
believe  in  Buddhism,"  says  Homsom¬ 
bath.  Showing  compassion  to  others  and 
working  hard  to  improve  oneself  are 
central  tenets  of  Buddhism.  "That’s  al¬ 
ways  buried  in  your  mind,"  he  says,  ad¬ 
ding  that  Laotian  language  and  food 
also  resemble  their  Thai  counterparts. 

Another  deeply  ingrained  value  of 
Laotian  culture  is  a  respect  for  educa¬ 
tion.  "The  more  you’re  educated  the 
more  you  are  respected*. .Education 
means  prestige,  a  good  life,"  says  Hom¬ 
sombath,  adding  that  in  America  it 
sometimes  seems  that  money  is  more 
highly  valued  than  education. 

Also  central  to  Laotian  tradition  is 
respect  for  elders.  In  America,  however, 
many  Laotians  find  that  elders  are  given 
little  respect  by  the  young.  If  an  older 


person  sees  a  young  person  behaving 
badly  in  public  here  "you  can’t  tell  him," 
says  Rattanasone.  In  Laos,  "if  the  kid 
does  something  wrong,  you  can  tell  him 
anytime." 

Like  most  Southeast  Asian  im¬ 


migrants  who  came  here  as  refugees  in 
the  years  following  the  end  of  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War  in  1975,  Laotians  left  their 

homeland  to  escape  communism.  Many 
refugees  were  connected  to  the  non¬ 
communist  government  and  had  to  flee 
when  the  communists  came  to  power. 
Homsombath  was  a  teenager  when  he 
fled  to  Thailand  in  1977.  "It  was  a  ter¬ 
rible  experience,"  he  says  of  his  journey 
across  the  Mekong  River  to  Thailand. 
He  remained  in  a  Thai  refugee  camp  for 
two  years  before  coming  to  the  US  as  a 
refugee. 

Since  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
Homsombath  has  lived  a  varied  life;  he 
attended  college;  worked  as  a  police  of¬ 
ficer  in  Dallas,  Texas;  and  served  in  the 
US  army.  When  he  came  to  the  US  he 
first  lived  in  Hawaii.  At  that  time,  he 
didn’t  know  any  English  and  had  to  learn 
quickly.  His  family  eventually  moved  to 
Boston  because  it  was  a  city  known  for 
its  educational  institutions  and  as  the 
"birth  place  for  democracy  [and] 
freedom." 

Homsombath  says  his  family  has 
done  "very  well"  since  they  arrived  in  this 
country.  His  friends  are  also  "doing 
okay."  Part  of  their  success  is  due  to  the 
way  they  handle  money.  Laotians,  he 
points  out,  manage  to  "save  a  lot  of 
money"  because  they  value  simplicity 
and  are  willing  to  pass  up  expensive  food 
for  staples  that  go  a  long  way.  "It’s  one 
of  the  family  value  things,"  he  says.  "You 
always  want  to  save.  It’s  a  conservative 
lifestyle."  At  the  same  time,  they’re  not 
unwilling  to  spend  it  on  homes,  "nice 
cars,"  and  social  gatherings  once  they 
have  it. 

Family  life  is  also  conservative,  he 
says,  with  grown  children  amtinuing  to 
live  at  home  with  their  families  -  some¬ 
times  even  after  marriage. 

Although  many  older  people  still 
have  dreams  of  returning  to  Laos  if  con¬ 
ditions  improve  there  politically,  the 
young  people  consider  America  their 
home  now.  "They’re  totally 
Americanized.  They’re  going  to  school 
everyday.  They  have  American  friends. 
They’re  eating  American  food,"  he  says. 
Nevertheless,  they  remain  Laotian  in 
many  ways  as  well.  "They’re  still  living 
their  own  language  at  home,"  he  says. 


Sampan 


The  prayer  leader  at  the  Laotian  temple. 


her.  She  also  feels  that  Buddhism  can  be 
part  of  her  life.  "I  think  it’s  more  of  a 
cultural  thing  for  me,"  she  says.  "1  think 
it’s  flexible  enough  for  me  to  integrate 
into  my  daily  life."  Buddhism  means  ac¬ 
ting  with  "basic  human  decency.  That’s 
why  I  don’t  feel  such  conflict  being  a 
Buddhist." 

There  are,  however,  times  when  she 
doesn’t  share  her  father’s  values  and 
when  her  American  values  assert  them¬ 
selves.  Her  father,  for  example,  believes 
she  should  get  married  soon,  but  she 
believes  there’s  no  hurry.  "Why  should  I 
get  married?"  she  asks.  And  while  her 
father  believes  success  involves  family, 
husband  and  children,  she  sees  it  some¬ 
what  differently.  "At  this  point  success 
means  being  able  to  control  what  1  do, 
being  successful  in  the  business  world," 
says  Douangmany,  who  works  as  a  finan¬ 
cial  planner  at  IDS  Financial  Services. 

Douangmany  feels  confident  about 
her  future.  "I’m  very  excited  about  the 
possibilities  of  being  an  Asian  person 
and  a  woman,"  she  says.  At  the  same 
time,  she  has  learned  things  in  her  own 
life  that  she  wants  to  pass  on  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  family  to  make 
it  easier  for  them  in  the  future.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  to  learn  early  how  to  be  self 
reliant  and  how  to  assert  oneself,  she 
says.  "How  successful  I  am  depends  on 
me." 


In  an  inconspicuous  building  on  the 
edge  of  Lowell,  worshippers  at  the 
Laotian  Buddhist  temple  sit  on  the  floor 
arranging  the  home-cooked  food  they 
will  soon  offer  the  monks  seated  on  a 
platform  at  the  front  of  the  temple.  It’s 
Sunday  morning,  and  members  of  the 
community  have  come  to  the  temple  for 
the  week’s  formal  service.  Eddie 
Phouvong,  who  works  as  a  cable  tester 
at  Dielectric  Science,  is  one  of  the  few 
men  who  have  come  to  the  temple  today. 
He  says  he  usually  brings  his  son  with 
him  because  he  wants  him  to  know 
about  Laotian  traditions.  Whether  his 
culture  will  be  passed  on  to  the 
American-born  children"depends  on 
parents,"  he  says.  "1  feel  like  we  have  to 
hand  down  this  culture." 

The  service  begins  with  one  man 
using  a  microphone  to  lead  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  prayer.  Its  focus  is  the  five 
moral  precepts  of  the  Buddhist  path:  not 
to  kill,  not  to  steal,  not  to  engage  in 
sexual  misconduct;  not  to  tell  lies;  and 
not  to  drink  intoxicating  beverages. 
When  the  praying  has  ended,  the  food  is 
carried  to  the  front  of  the  temple  and 
offered  to  the  three  monks.  Once  the 
monks  have  finished  eating,  the  wor¬ 
shippers  are  invited  to  eat  as  well. 

Reb.  Khampheng  Phimmason  says 
that  the  essential  teaching  of  the 
Theravada  Buddhism  practiced  in  Laos 
involves  giving  to  others;  living  a  moral¬ 
ly  upright  life  of  wholesome  actions  and 
words;  and  calming  the  mind  through 
meditation. 

The  ultimate  goal  of  Buddhist  prac¬ 
tice  is  to  live  in  harmony  with  and  to 
show  concern  for  others.  "Peace  is  the 
ultimate  goal  of  people  living  in  this 
world.  Whatever  you  do.  Whatever  you 
have  is  for  peace,"  he  says. 

Reb.  Phimmason  believes  that  Bud¬ 
dhism  will  survive  in  the  Laotian  com¬ 
munity  because  parents  are  teaching 
their  children  about  it.  Although  the 
monks  never  proselytize  or  try  to  per¬ 
suade  people  to  practice  Buddhism,  5(X) 
to  600  people  practice  at  the  Lowell 
temple.  While  there  are  said  to  be  4,0(X) 
to  5,000  Laotians  living  in  the  Lowell 
area,  Reb.  Phimmason  believes  the 
number  has  declined  substantially  to 
perhaps  2,000  to  3,000  now.  The 
economic  recession,  he  notes,  has  forced 
many  people  to  leave  the  area  to  seek 
work  in  other  states. 

People  who  practice  Buddhism 
believe  in  "karma,"  or  the  idea  that  good 
actions  result  in  a  better  future  life, 
while  evil  actions  bring  an  evil  result,  he 
says.  Karma  is  linked  to  the  idea  that 
people,  unless  they  have  become  en¬ 
lightened,  are  reborn  in  either  a  higher 
or  a  lower  form  when  they  die.  "You 
receive  the  results  of  what  you  do,"  he 
says.  "They  hope  for  a  good  future  in  the 
next  life." 

(This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  on 
local  Asian-American  communities.) 


A  Buddhist  monk  at  the  Laotian  temple  in  Lowell.  During  the  warm  months  he  lives  outside. 


customs  official  in  the  non-communist 
Laotian  government.  Although  she 
knew  no  English  when  she  arrived,  she 
adapted  quickly;  she  did  well  in  school 
and  eventually  graduated  from  Welles¬ 
ley  College.  "I  think  just  because  1  was 
young,"  she  says  to  explain  her  adap¬ 
tability,  adding  that  others  in  her  family 
had  more  difficulty  because  they  were 
older." 

Influenced  by  two  cultures, 
Douangmany  retains  the  values  of  both. 
For  example,  Asian  cultures  place  a  high 
premium  on  caring  for  parents  when 
they  get  older.  Douangmany  says  that 
she  too  believes  it’s  important  to  care 
for  her  parents,  not  because  it’s  a  duty, 
but  because  they  have  sacrificed  a  lot  for 


As  in  many  immigrant  households, 
conflicts  sometimes  arise  over  values. 
While  parents  continue  to  teach  their 
children  traditional  Laotian  values, 
young  people  are  also  influenced  by 
American  ones  learned  outside  the 
home.  "There’s  a  little  conflict  here  and 
there  between  parents  and  children," 
says  Homsombath.  For  example,  dating 
between  young  teenagers  is  not  accept¬ 
able  in  l^otian  culture,  but  it  is  in  the 
US,  he  says. 

* 

When  Varuny  Douangmany,  23, 
came  to  the  US  with  her  family  in  1980, 
she  was  10  years  old.  Her  family  had  to 
leave  Laos  because  her  father  -  now 
employed  at  Analog  Devices  -  was  a 


Laotians  play  tha-gor,  an  ancient  game  resembling  volleyball  and  soccer,  at  a  Waltham  field. 
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Korean  Women  Discuss  L.A.  Riot 


The  TV  image  of  Korean 
Americans  in  circulation  during 
the  Los  Angeles  riots  last  year 
was  one  of  gun-toting  young  men 
ready  to  shoot  rampaging  rioters 
who  were  burning  and  looting 
their  stores. 

At  about  the  same  time,  a 
video  of  a  Korean  woman  shoot¬ 
ing  an  African  American  cus¬ 
tomer  in  her  store  was  also  being 
widely  broadcast.  Many  Koreans 
felt  that  such  media  images  don’t 
present  a  blanced  view  of  who 
they  are. 

In  taking  up  arms  during  the 
riot,  they  were  simply  trying  to 
protect  businesses  that  had 
taken  20  years  to  build  up.  The 
trouble  with  such  media  images 
is  that  they  never  tell  the  whole 
story. They  lack  depth  and  fail  to 
provide  the  behind-the-scenes 
detail  needed  to  create  a 
balanced  picture  of  a  people. 

In  an  effort  to  offer  a  more 
balanced  picture  of  Korean 
Americans,  three  Korean 
American  women  have  made  a 
38-minute  video  documentary 
titled  "Sa-I-Gu"  in  which  Korean 
American  women  talk  about  the 
Los  Angeles  riots  from  their 
perspective. 

The  film  was  made  by 
filmmaker  Dai  Sil  Kim-Gibson 
("America  Becoming"),  Elaine 
H.  Kim  (a  professor  of  Asian- 
American  Studies  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  Berkeley) 
and  filmmaker  Christine  Choy 


Jimg  Hee  Lee  in  "Sa-I-Gu,"  to  be  shown  Sept  21  on  Channel  2 


("Who  Killed  Vincent  Chin").  It 
will  be  shown  Sept.  21  at  10  pm 
on  WGBH/Channel  2  as  a 
P.O.V.  Fall  Special. 

Taking  its  title  from  the 
Korean  tradition  of  identifying 
historic  events  by  their  dates,^ 
"Sa-I-Gu"  consists  of  interviews 
with  Korean  women  affected  by 
the  April  29,  1992  riot  and  film 
segments  of  the  riot  itself,  which 
was  centered  in  South  Central 
Los  Angeles. 

One  of  the  women,  Jung  Hui 
Lee,  lost  a  19-year  old  son  in  the 
riot.  He  was  shot  by  Koreans  who 
believed  he  was  a  looter.  Ironi¬ 
cally,  he  was  on  his  way  to  help 
them  defend  their  shops  when  he 
was  killed.  On  some  level  the 
boy’s  mother  still  cannot  accept 
his  death  and  waits  for  his  return. 
Although  he  was  shot  by  a 
Korean,  she  sees  him  as  a  victim 
of  the  riot,  not  of  a  bullet  fired  by 


a  single  person. 

The  interviews  serve  to  effec¬ 
tively  bring  out  the  complexity  of 
race  relations  in  Los  Angeles  and 
perhaps  in  all  of  the  country’s 
major  cities.  The  subject  matter 
is  charged  and  questions  of 
simple  right  and  wrong  and  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  often  be¬ 
come  confused  when  the  issue  of 
race  comes  into  the  picture.  To 
the  Koreans,  rioting  and  looting 
are  simply  wrong,  though  some 
seem  to  recognize  the  social  con¬ 
ditions  that  lead  to  it. 

What  seems  clear  from 
watching  the  film  is  that  these 
Koreans  came  to  the  US  with 
high  hopes  and  the  best  of  inten¬ 
tions.  Unfortunately,  they  never 
seemed  to  find  the  America  they 
had  imagined  from  a  distance  - 
an  America  that  perhaps  doesn’t 
exist.  From  afar  one  woman 
thought  America  was  "perfect," 


but  now  she  realizes  there  is  a 
"huge  hole  in  America."  For  the 
women  something  is  "drastically 
wrong"  in  America. 

They  came  to  America  be¬ 
cause  they  believed  it  would  be  a 
good  place  to  raise  and  educate 
their  children.  They  worked  hard 
to  build  their  businesses  and 
make  a  better  life  for  themselves. 
During  the  riot  they  saw  20  years 
of  work  literally  go  up  in  smoke. 

One  women  says  she  hadn’t 
paid  much  attention  to  the  Rod¬ 
ney  King  issue  because  she  was 
so  busy  working.  What  she  saw  in 
the  riot,  she  suggests,  was  simply 
thievery,  people  arriving  in  U- 
Haul  trucks  and  pickup  trucks  to 
haul  away  their  goods. 

One  store  owner,  Choon  Ah 
Song,  says  she  and  her  husband 
thought  they  had  a  good 
relationship  with  their  African- 
American  neighbors.  She  hired 
young  people  from  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  work  in  the  store  and 
showed  a  picture  of  her  husband 
dressed  as  Santa  Claus  at 
Christmas,  surrounded  by  black 
children.  After  the  riot,  her  feel¬ 
ings  for  people  changed.  "I  felt 
betrayed  by  the  black  kids,"  she 
says.  "All  my  love  for  them 
turned  to  nothing."  Yet  she 
doesn’t  regret  coming  to 
America:  her  husband  became  a 
Christian  here  and  that  made  it 
all  worthwhile. 

Another  store  owner,  Young 
Soon  Han,  took  over  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  store  when  her  hus-  ^ 


band  died.  She  suggests  that 
many  Koreans  don’t  try  to  under¬ 
stand  black  people,  who  in  turn 
feel  that  Koreans  look  down  on 
Uhem.  She  also  suggested  that 
African-Americans  took  out  on 
Koreans  years  of  frustration  with 
whites.  One  woman  suggests  that 
the  race  problem  is  really  a 
black/white  problem,  but  the 
media  turned  it  into  a 
black/Korean  problem.  The 
Koreans  were  especially  dis¬ 
enchanted  with  the  police,  who 
they  stood  around  and  did  noth¬ 
ing  to  stop  the  looting. 

Although  the  film  refrains 
from  drawing  conclusions,  it 
does  offer  a  balanced  -  more 
human  -  view  of  Korean  business 
people.  They  came  to  the  US 
with  good  intentions;  they 
worked  hard  and  lost  it  all  in  a 
night  of  rioting.  They  found 
themselves  caught  up  in  events 
they  didn’t  fully  understand. 

Some  of  the  conclusions 
drawn  to  explain  why  the  riots 
happened  and  who  is  to  blame 
at  times  seem  off  the  mark, 

at  other  times  reasonable.  The 
film  discusses  problems  for 
which  there  are  no  easy  solu¬ 
tions.  The  filmmakers  suggest 
that  the  film  is  meant  to  start  the 
discussion,  rather  than  answer 
all  the  questions. 


-By  Robert  O’Malley 


Tan 

continued  from  page  1 

says  Bass.  Perhaps  more  difficult 
was  "isolating  the  emotional  es¬ 
sence  and  truth  of  each  of  these 
scenes"  in  a  2-hour-and-15- 
minute  film.  "We  knew  we  had  to 
make  every  scene  very  short,"  he 
says,  explaining  that  the  emo¬ 
tional  intensity  of  each  scene 
couldn’t  be  forced  but  had  to 
grow  from  the  essence  of  each  j 
story.  "It  was  very  much  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  tell  a  story  that  would  be 
emotionally  moving  all  the  way 
through,"  he  says. 

While  the  film  explores  the 
relationships  between  daughters 
and  mothers  in  a  Chinese 
American  family.  Tan  feels  that 
the  emotions  and  issues  that  lie 
at  the  center  of  such  relation¬ 
ships  are  universal.  The  ones  in 
the  novel  and  film  are  not 
specifically  Chinese-American 
issues,  but  rather  develop  in  the 


context  of  a  Chinese  family. 
Mothers  can  see  and  know  things 
about  their  daughters,  no  matter 
what  their  ethnic  background, 
says  Tan.  "The  way  a  mother 
sometimes  withholds  her  past,  I 
think  that  is  universal." 

"The  movie  is  not  trying  to 
say,  ‘This  is  all  Chinese  culture," 
she  says,  pointing  out  that  not 
every  Chinese  American  has  the 
same  experiences.  Some  have 
been  in  the  US  for  many  genera¬ 
tions  and  have  little  contact  with 
their  roots  in  China.  "A  lot  of 
these  experiences  are  drawn 
from  my  own  family,"  she  ex¬ 
plains. 

Many  of  the  characters  and 
events  in  "The  Joy  Luck  Club" 
are  based  on  actual  incidents 
taken  from  her  mother’s  family 
history.  Her  mother,  who  left 
China  in  1949,  resembles  in 
some  respects  Suyuan,  the 
mother  of  June  in  the  film.  Like 
Suyuan,  who  had  to  leave  two 
children  on  the  side  of  the  road 
during  the  Chinese  civil  war, 
Tan’s  mother  also  left  children 
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behind  in  China. 

"She  lost  three  daughters  and 
she  didn’t  see  them  in  30  years," 
she  says,  explaining,  however, 
that  she  hadn’t  left  them  on  the 
side  of  the  road  as  Suyuan  does 
in  the  novel.  That  detail  was 
taken  fi-om  her  uncle,  she  says, 
who  left  a  child  on  the  side  of  the 
road. 

Tan  says  that  her  mother,  who 
came  from  Shanghai,  eventually 
found  her  daughters  in  1978. 
One  now  lives  in  Wisconsin  and 
one  lives  in  Shanghai.  Tan  says 
she  recently  sponsored  the  third 
to  came  to  the  US  two  years  ago. 

Although  her  best-selling 
novels  have  brought  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  some  Chinese  traditions 
into  more  American  homes.  Tan 
sometimes  worries  that  people 
will  take  the  stories  in  the  wrong 
way.  While  she  believes  it’s  a 
positive  development  to  have  so 
many  Americans  being  exposed 
to  aspects  of  Chinese  culture,  she 
worries  that  people  will  define 
the  Chinese  experience  from 
what  they  find  in  the  book. 

"In  part,  it’s  good,"  she  says, 
because  people  will  think:  "‘I 
know  a  little  about  Chinese 
people...They’re  just  like  me.’" 
On  the  other  hand,  not  all 
Chinese  people  are  like  the  ones 
depicted  in  her  book.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  when  Waverly’s 
Caucasian  boyfriend  offers  her 


parents  a  bottle  of  wine  when  he 
comes  to  dinner,  the  family  con¬ 
siders  this  uncouth.  People  then 
ask:  "‘Would  you  ever  bring  wine 
to  a  Chinese  person’s  house?’" 
she  says.  Well,  she  adds,  some 
Chinese  people  like  to  drink 
wine,  some  don’t.  Conclusions 
about  all  Chinese  people 
shouldn’t  be  drawn  from  what 
they  find  in  "The  Joy  Luck  Club." 

Tan  says  she  was  told  of  a 
teacher  who  had  asked  students 
who  read  "The  Joy  Luck  Club"  to 
list  all  the  "Chinese  supersti¬ 
tions"  found  in  the  book,  believ¬ 
ing  that  what  was  in  the  book  was 
the  last  word  on  such  Chinese 
beliefs.  Again,  she  notes,  "Maybe 
one  family  had  such  traditional 
beliefs,  others  may  not...It  makes 
me  very  nervous." 

Tan  says  her  first  success  as  a 
writer  came  when  she  had  an 
essay  published  in  a  newspaper 
when  she  was  eight  years  old, 
though  she  hadn’t  thought  much 
of  it  at  the  time  or  viewed  it  as 
precursor  of  what  was  to  come. 
And  while  she  was  a  business 
writer  at  age  30,  she  also  knew 
that  she  wanted  to  start  writing 
fiction  by  the  age  of  33.  "I  didn’t 
ever  think  I’d  be  a  published  fic¬ 
tion  writer,"  she  adds.  When  she 
was  35  she  went  to  China  and 
wrote  "The  Joy  Luck  Club"  when 
she  returned. 

Although  she  has  drawn 
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heavily  from  family  stories, 
members  of  her  family  weren’t 
concerned  about  it  at  first.  "They 
didn’t  really  care  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,"  she  says.  Her  mother  read 
the  stories  and  found  so  many 

details  changed  that  she  didn’t 
worry  about  revealing  family 
secrets.  Her  reaction,  says  Tan, 
was,  "Oh,  it’s  all  fiction."  What 
she  didn’t  seem  to  be  aware  of 
was  that  the  emotional  content 
of  the  story  was  about  her 
relationship  with  her  daughter. 

But  as  the  book  grew  in 
popularity,  her  mother  did  have 
some  misgivings  about  what  was 
being  revealed  about  her  family 
in  the  stories.  Her  uncle,  she 
says,  was  concerned  about  his 
father  being  portrayed  as  a  cruel 
man. 

"Later  on  she  (her  mother) 
was  worried  about  the  story  of 
her  mother,"  says  Tan.  In  "The 
Joy  Luck  Club,"  one  woman  is 
raped  by  her  husband  and  forced 
to  become  his  fourth  wife.  Tan’s 
mother  had  originally  told  her 
that  her  grandmother  was  her 
husband’s  first  wife.  In  "The  Joy 
Luck  Club,"  she  made  her  the 
fourth  wife,  which  was,  in  fact, 
the  truth.  "How  did  you  know 
your  grandmother  was  the  4th 
wife?"  her  mother  later  asked 
her. 

The  same  phenomenon  (x- 
curred  on  another  occasion. 
Tan’s  mother  said  her 
grandmother  died  in  a  "pretend 
suicide,"  but  in  the  novel  she 
made  it  real,  which  again  turned 
out  to  be  true. 

"Now  my  mother  thinks  my 
grandmother  comes  to  me  as  a 
ghost,"  she  says. /My  mother 
thinks  ghosts  come  to  me  and  tell 
me  these  stories." 

-By  Robert  O’Malley- 
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’’The  Joy  Luck  Club”  Becomes  a  Film 


Amy  Tan’s  novel  "The  Joy 
Luck  Club"  seems  at  first  glance 
to  be  the  kind  of  novel  that  can’t 
be  easily  translated  onto  film. 
With  its  multiple  stories  and 
characters,  it  could  easily  be¬ 
come  four  short  films  desperate¬ 
ly  trying  to  be  one  long  one.  The 
film  "The  Joy  Luck  Club,"  which 
opens  in  Boston  Sept.  24,  has 
managed  to  avoid  this  pitfall. 

Through  the  use  of  a  fixed 
event  to  which  the  film  at  inter¬ 
vals  returns,  the  filmmakers  have 
successfully  blended  the  multi¬ 
ple  stories  of  the  novel  into  a 
focused  film.  The  stories  work 
well  together  in  part  because  the 
transitions  are  smooth  and  the 
rhythms  similar.  The  result  is  a 
film  that  should  draw  most 
viewers  into  the  lives  of  the 
Chinese  mothers  and  daughters 
depicted  on  the  screen.  At  the 
same  time,  though,  the  stories 
told  here  sometimes  feel  insub¬ 
stantial  and  fleeting,  relying 
more  on  emotion  than  character 
development  to  make  an  impres¬ 
sion. 

The  film  is  also  noteworthy 
for  its  largely  Asian-American 
cast  It’s  not  often  in  Hollywood 
films  that  so  many  Asian  per¬ 
formers  have  the  chance  to  use 
their  talents  as  a  group.  Many 
Asian  actors  say  the  characters 
they  get  to  play  in  films  and  on 
the  stage  often  tend  to  per¬ 
petuate  Asian  stereotypes.  To 
see  Asian  performers  playing 

typical  Americans  in  typical  Hol¬ 
lywood  films  remains  the  excep¬ 
tion.  It’s  safe  to  say  that  the 
characters  in  "The  Joy  Luck 
Club"  are  not  sterotypes  but  or¬ 
dinary  American  women  whose 
ethnic  background  happens  to 
be  Chinese. 

The  film  was  directed  by 
Wayne  Wang,  whose  other  films 
include  "Chan  is  Missing,"  and 
"Dim  Sum,"  both  of  which  ex¬ 
plored  the  Chinese  American  ex- 
perience.  Although  Wang 


Mothers  and  Daughters  in  ”The  Joy  Luck  Club." 


follows  fairly  closely  the 
storyline  of  the  book,  the  film 
isn’t  a  simple  rehash  of  the  novel: 
it  has  its  own  tone  and  rhythm.  In 
the  film,  the  emotional  confron¬ 
tations  between  mother  and 
daughter  seem  stronger  because 
much  of  the  detail  of  the  novel 
has  been  pared  away. 

The  film  opens,  as  the  novel 
does,  with  June  (Ming-Na  Wen) 
playing  mah  jong  with  her 
mother’s  three  friends.  Her 
mother  has  recently  died  and 
they  have  invited  her  to  take  her 
place  in  the  "Joy  Luck  Club."  In 
the  novel  this  device  held  the 
stories  together.  The  film,  how¬ 
ever,  takes  a  different  approach. 
Serving  as  the  hub  around  which 
the  stories  of  the  film  revolve  is  a 
going-away  party  for  J une,  who  is 
leaving  for  China  to  see  her  long 
lost  sisters.  WTiile  the  mother- 
daughter  stories  -  especially  the 
ones  that  take  place  in  China  - 
have  a  dream-like  quality  to 
them,  the  going-away  party 
brings  the  film  back  to  the 


waking  world. 

To  help  move  the  stories 
along,  the  film  makes  ample  use 
of  voice  overs,  and  to  bind  it 
together  emotionally  it  uses 
music  and  the  retelling  of  a  story 
about  a  swan  feather  -  a  symbol 
of  a  mother’s  good  intentions 
toward  her  daughter.  Though 
the  music  at  times  seems  over¬ 
bearing-trying  too  hard  to  wring 
out  emotions  -  it  for  the  most 
part  blends  into  the  flow  of  the 
narrative  without  drawing  too 
much  attention  to  itself. 

The  narrative  focuses  on  the 
main  mother-daughter  stories  of 
the  novel.  June,  for  example, 
feels  that  her  mother  wants  her 
to  be  someone  she  can’t  ever  be. 
While  her  friend’s  daughter 
Waverly  (Tamiyn  Tomita)  is  a 
chess  champion  as  a  child,  June 
is  a  failed  pianist. 

Although  Waverly  has  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career,  her  mother  never 
seems  satsified  with  the  way  she 
lives.  Waverly,  on  the  other 
hand,  condescends  to  her 
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mother.  As  a  child  she  accuses 
her  of  using  her  chess-playing 
talent  to  gain  the  recognition  she 
can’t  get  in  her  own  life. 

Lena  (Lauren  Tom)  finds  her¬ 
self  in  a  marriage  based  on  "fair¬ 
ness"  carried  to  an  extreme. 
Though  they  live  in  a  large 
elegant  house  with  every 
material  benefit  possible,  she 
and  her  husband  keep  separate 
expense  accounts  and  quibble 
over  who  pays  for  the  ice  cream. 
Lena  isn’t  happy,  and  her  hus¬ 
band  doesn’t  seem  to  recognize 
it.  "This  is  a  house  that  will  break 
into  pieces,"  comments  her 
mother  Ying  Ying  (France 
Nuyen). 

Rose  (Rosalind  Chao),  the 
daughter  of  An  Mei  (Lisa  Lu), 
has  married  into  a  wealthy 


publishing  family.  But  she  too  is 
unhappy.  With  her  marriage  on 
the  brink  of  collapse,  it’s  her 
mother’s  words  that  save  her  in 
the  end,  confirming  for  her  her 
own  self-worth. 

Although  the  film  seems  un¬ 
sure  of  itself  in  its  early  stages,  it 
picks  up  momentum  as  it 
progresses.  It’s  as  if  the  film  is  at 
first  afraid  to  explore  too  directly 
the  emotional  terrain  of  its  char¬ 
acters,  preferring  instead  to 
gradually  draw  the  audience  in¬ 
side.  In  the  end,  though,  the 
viewer  is  caught  in  a  whirlwind  of 
emotion  and  history. 

Although  there  are  moments 
when  the  acting  falters  -  some 
scenes  between  Waverly  and  her 
mother,  for  example,  don’t  ring 
true  -  it’s  generally  effective,  with 
the  actresses  skillfully  bringing 
to  life  the  inner  emotional  life  of 
their  characters.  In  fact,  it’s  the 
film’s  ability  to  isolate  such  mo- 
'ments  of  revelation  that  largely 
accounts  for  its  strength. 

One  such  scene  occurs  be¬ 
tween  June  and  her  mother. 
When  Waverly  criticizes  the  ad¬ 
vertising  copy  June  submitted  to 
I  her  firm,  June  feels  that  her 
mother  didn’t  defend  her,  saying 
that  she  always  wanted  her  to  be 
like  Waverly.  Her  mother  denies 
it,  countering  that  she  knows  her 
daughter’s  value.  While  Waverly 
may  have  her  special  talents, 
June  has  the  "best  quality  heart." 
When  there  are  two  crabs  on  the 
plate,  June  will  always  take  the 
smallest  one.  "I  see  you,"  she  says. 
It’s  moments  like  this  that  make 
the  film  strongly  felt  and  sincere. 

By  Robert  O'Malley 


A  SPECIAL  OFFER  FOR 

Boston  Edison 
Residential  Customers 


Save 

Energy 

Save  Money 

Save  The 
Environment 


with  our 

Introductory  Lighting  Kit 

A  $52  Retail  Value- 

only  $15*  with  Boston  Edison  instant  rebates 

'IVy  three  of  the  newest 

ultra  compact,  energy-cfficicni  lights  available: 
•20  watt  Philips  *23  watt  Philips  •20waltli()A 


COMMONLY  REPLACES 
75w  INCANDESCENT 


COMMONLY  REPLACES  COMMONLY  REPLACES 

75-  lOOw  INCANDESCENT  75-  tOOw  INCANDESCENT 


Available  at: 

Boston  Edison’s 

Energy  &  Environmental  Center 

Prudential  Center:  Plaza  Level,  lluntin^jton  Ave.  entrance  . ; 

t  o  order  toll-free  with  your  MC  or  VISA,  call  800  456-5983 

(MtlN-lliLKs  8AW-Ki'M,  Ikl  H-3rM,  SAI 
'  S53M>  shipping  charge  for  phone  orders.  Allow  2-4  weeks  (or  delivery.  Limii;  2  kiis  per  eustomcr  ■ 


8 


Sampan 


Sept  17, 1993 


-itii  o  rnm 

i]^AYl{$35,7()()||[$43,()()()^|i''.jri<jPiI;-i^^  ’  11- 

’  m''\nnitmm'-^jiy}±i'imu''j-.  - 
mIc:  ^Mm\-j7}m}mmTm95%(^tt 

mi5%  o  itmnumvf  ■“ 

hii\MJrJf^ll\F\cel$\ 

Massachusetts  At' ford  able 
Housing  Alliance  ( 


fKI^klJmL  )  ^  Massachusetts  Housing  Part¬ 
nership  (  )  %^&J  ° 

FleetiHfTWSi^fii  (617)  346-3400  « 

Massachusetts  Affordable 
Housing  Alliance 
Insan  Sauti  IT'BpS  ’  W, 
(617)  265-1982  o 

^mmamr °  mum^m 
nmx^n^mitmm  ° 


Fleet  Bank 

.1  Memivrot  Fleet  Finjneul  Gmip 


.'RiM  :  SKO.DOOtfi  fltfl'ttJSi:  *  S552.55j!:M36()tW>J  <t--^IJ45(ylcAPR)  ’  Wii 

S20.0()()M]i  .flU'l'  tt,'t>:rj;il2()fWtJ  •  f:itJf'Yd'NU.'4  SI  22.92  ’  t^24()tVi|tJ  •  t;itJft4;<te.i4|IJ.a  SI.S9.6()  <r'.flJ4?  (i|!c 

APR)7..37.v;<  ■  >  w.iiSJiJJS'C}  id.'itUirKj  m  :-3^)t!:ti;ra » jhwrr3!cAitt<»:«iYjHv5aiti  °  .utw^i 

•  >'/>k*«f<aij»iiiii«i*?fil-.  o  fr:^f|i.iflii.v  •  rfeWf)ljri<j, 


't'TfrtvowrfjDcv^ 


SepL  17, 1993 


Sampan 


INSIDE  CHINATOWN 


Chinatown  Seeks  Method  to  Cleanup  Streets 


Several  city  officials  say 
that  a  new  effort  will  be 
made  to  keep  Chinatown’s 
streets  clean.  The  street’s  have 
been  especially  dirty  in  recent 
months. 

The  city’s  two  top  Asian  City 
Hall  officials  said  one  current 
proposal  is  to  have  trash  picked 
up  before  the  7  pm  dinner  hour, 
instead  of  in  the  early  morning 


hours,  as  is  currently  the  case. 
That  way  trash  will  not  be  on  the 
streets  when  diners  come  into 
Chinatown. 

Frank  Chin,  the  city’s  pur¬ 
chasing  agent  and  a  Chinatown 
businessman,  said  that  the  BFl 
Company  was  willing  to  make 
the  change.  Chin  noted  that  he 
has  repeatedly  heard  people 


complain  about  having  to 
maneuver  around  trash  on  the 
street  when  they  come  to  have 
dinner  in  Chinatown. 

Yon  Lee,  the  city’s  liaison  to 
the  Chinese  community,  also 
pointed  out  that  the  city  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  resurface  streets  in  the 
commercial  district  and  replace 
some  sidewalks  to  make  the 


Chinatown  business  district 
more  attractive. 

Chin  noted  that  keeping  the 
streets  clean  was  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  businesses.  "People 
have  to  realize  if  you  have  a  clean 
street,  a  safe  neighborhood,  then 
people  are  going  to  come,"  he 
said. 

Lee  and  Chin  said  that  no 


Chinatown  organization  seems 
to  have  the  power  to  influence 
the  restaurant  owners  to  keep 
the  streets  clean  to  attract  more 
business  to  the  district.  "This  is 
the  first  administration  in  the 
CCBA  (Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association)  that  is 
not  talking  to  the  merchants, 
said  Chin. 


Garage 

continued  from  page  1 


Some  community  members  felt  that 
losing  the  land  wasn’t  worth  either  the 
small  community  center  -  which  wasn’t 
even  large  enough  to  house  the  or¬ 
ganizations  seeking  space  in  it  -  or  the 
$1.82  million  being  offered  for  it.  A 
garage  would  also  bring  traffic,  pollu¬ 
tion  and  noise,  they  argued. 

Designated  to  negotiate  the  issue 
with  NEMC,  the  Chinatown  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  Inc.  (CCC),  comprised 
of  organizations  seeking  space  in  the 
community  center,  eventually  rejected 
the  NEMC  offer.  In  the  end,  however, 
two  of  the  six  CCC  organizations  sup¬ 
ported  the  NEMC  plan. 

After  the  Neighborhood  Council  ap¬ 
proved  the  garage/benefit  plan,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Redevelopment  Authority  earlier 
this  year  (BRA)  gave  it  tentative  ap¬ 
proval.  BIL\  director  Paul  Barrett  said 
a  final  decision  on  the  matter  would  be 
made  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
remains  unclear  whether  Barrett  and 
the  BRA  will  continue  to  support  the 
garage/benefit  plan  after  so  many 
people  in  Chinatown  voted  against  it  in 
the  referendum. 

The  Coalition,  meanwhile,  says  it  will 
continue  its  effort  to  stop  the  garage 
through  legal  channels.  Community 
members  recently  attended  an  environ¬ 
mental  impact  hearing  at  City  Hall  and 
charged  that  the  garage  would  lead  to 


more  air  pollution,  traffic,  and  noise  in 
an  area  in  the  vicinity  of  a  school,  an 
elderly  housing  project,  a  child  care  cen¬ 
ter,  and  residences.  The  Massachusetts 
Environmental  Policy  Act  requires  that 
an  environmental  impact  report  be 
made  before  the  garage  can  be  built. 

Although  the  margin  by  which  the 
garage  was  rejected  was  large,  William 
Moy,  co-moderator  of  the 
Chinatown/South  cove  Neighborhood 
Council,  questioned  the  fairness  of  the 
referendum,  suggesting  that  the  word¬ 
ing  of  the  question  was  biased  in  favor  of 
a  vote  against  the  garage.  "Okay,  they 
pitched  a  shutout,"  he  said.  "But  pitching 
a  shutout  leaves  a  lot  of  questions  about 
the  correctness  and  fairness[of  the 
vote]." 

He  also  pointed  out  that  the  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council  did  not  get  involved  in 
the  referendum  or  mobilize  people  to 
come  out  to  vote  and  that  the  organizers 
made  a  big  push  to  get  their  own  people 
to  vote.  "In  a  democratic  process  you 
don’t  pitch  shutouts.  If  you  do  pitch 
shutouts  you  have  to  ask  the  question, 
why?" 

At  a  press  conference  held  Tuesday 
morning  at  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association,  Coalition 
leaders  said  they  hoped  that  the  over¬ 
whelming  opposition  to  the  garage  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  referendum  vote  would 
lead  city  officials  to  stop  the  garage  plan. 

Michael  Liu,  executive  director  of  the 
Asian  American  Resource  Workshop 
and  a  Coalition  leader,  said  the  results 
speak  for  themselves  and  shows  the 


Geologist 

Candidates  must  have  BS  or  MS  degree  with  2  to  4  years'  experience 
conducting  site  investigations,  supenrision  of  monitoring  well  installation, 
soil  and  groundwater  sampling,  environmental  data  analysis  and  report 
preparation. 

Operation  &  Maintenance  Manager 

Candidates  must  have  ten  or  more  years’  experience  in  municipal  public 
works,  five  in  management  of  water  and  sewer  operations.  Responsibilities 
include  managing  water  and  sewer  employees,  O&M  of  water,  sewer 
and  drainage  systems,  emergency  response,  preparation  of  reports,  daily 
interaction  with  client  and  preparation  of  budgets. 

Please  submit  resume  to:  Weston  &  Sampson  Engineers,  Inc., 

5  Centennial  Drive,  Peabody,  MA  01960;  FAX  (508)  977-0100. 

We  are  an  Equal  Opportunity  Emptayer. 


Weston  &  Sampson 

ENGINEERS  INC. 


community  is  "overwhelmingly  op¬ 
posed"  to  the  garage.  He  noted  that 
NEMC  officials  have  said  they  would 
not  build  the  garage  if  they  thought  the 
community  did  not  want  it. 

"We  call  on  the  New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  to  respect  its  words  with  ac¬ 
tions,"  he  said,  adding  that  the  Coalition 
was  calling  on  the  hospital  and  the  BRA 
"to  halt  the  garage." 

"The  Coalition  is  seeking  to  develop 
a  community  center  (on  Parcel  C) 
originally  agreed  on  in  the  Chinatown 
master  plan,"  said  David  Moy,  executive 
director  of  the  Quincy  School  Com¬ 
munity  Council  and  a  Coalition  mem¬ 
ber. 

"I  believe  the  Neighborhood  Council 
in  taking  their  vote  thought  they  were 
acting  in  the  best  interest  of  the  com¬ 
munity,"  said  Moy.  But  he  added  that  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  now  realize 
that  the  community  is  genuinely  op¬ 
posed  to  the  garage. 

In  this  week’s  press  conference,  the 
Coalition  was  asked  whether  the  vote 
really  represents  the  wishes  of 
Chinatown  since  more  than  1,000  of  the 
votes  against  the  garage  came  from 
people  living  outside  the  neighborhood. 
Coalition  member  Lydia  Lowe  pointed 
out  that  the  voting  guidelines  were  the 
same  as  those  for  the  Neighborhood 
Council,  while  Liu  added  that  the  vote 
made  "very  clear"  that  "both  residents 
and  the  community  at  large  are  ab¬ 
solutely  opposed  to  the  garage." 

The  Coalition  suggested  that  it  now 
wanted  to  hold  city  and  hospital  officials 
to  statements  they  have  made  about  the 
need  for  community  support.  Lowe 
noted  that  Barrett  has  said  on  a  number 
of  occasions  that  "no  project  will  go  for¬ 
ward  without  community  approval." 

And  Liu  noted  that  the  NEMC  "has  a 
moral  obligation"  to  respect  the  wishes 
of  the  community  and  that  it  could  not 
"in  good  conscience"  build  a  garage 


there  now.  "We  hope  the  New  England 
Medical  Center  will  rise  to  the  oc¬ 
casion." 

-KO’Malley 


Chinatown  Referendum 
Ballot  Question 

New  England  Medical  Center 
(NEMC)  has  proposed  to  build  a  455- 
car  parking  garage  on  Parcel  C  (next  to 
the  Acorn  Day  Care  Center  and 
playground  on  Oak  Street)  for  their  new 
ambulatory  facility.  This  will  affect 
Chinatown  residents  such  as  those  on 
Oak  Street,  Johnny  Court,  in  Quincy 
Towers  elderly  housing,  Tai  Tung  Vil¬ 
lage,  and  Mass  Pike  Towers,  as  well  as 
the  Acorn  Day  Care  Center,  Quinty 
School,  and  other  community  groups. 
NEMC  is  offering  the  community  55  of 
the  455  parking  spaces  for  the  future 
housing  developments  across  the  street 
and  $1.97  million  to  be  allocated  by  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council.  In 
exchange,  the  Chinatown  community 
would  give  up  its  rights  to  develop  the 
land  or  build  a  community  center  as  pre¬ 
viously  recognized  in  the  Chinatown 
Master  Plan. 

Do  you  accept  NEMC’s  proposal  for 
Parcel  C? 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan  will 
be  published  on  Oct.  1,  1993. 
Press  releases  and  advertise¬ 
ments  which  require  typesetting 
or  artwork  are  accepted  up  to 
Friday,  Sept.  24,  1993.  Camera- 
ready  ads  are  accepted  up  to 
Monday,  Sept.  27, 1993. 


Centerville  Woods 
393  Essex  Street 
Beverly,  Ma  01915 

Centerville  Woods  Apartments  is  actively 
seeking  applications  for  our  waiting  list  of 
minorities  who  are  55  years  or  older, 
handicapped  or  disabled.  1  and  2  bedroom 
miits  are  available  at  market  rents.  Call  for 
infonnation  for  subsidized  availability. 
Managed  by  Harbor  Management  Co  and 
Financed  by  Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency 
Equal  Opportunity  Housing 
iS?  508-922-5043 


CONSTRUCTION  MITIGATOR 

Person  witli  construction  experience  and  engineering,  architectural  or  plaiming 
background  needed  to  develop  and  monitor  construction  mitigation  measures  for 
protection  of  public  enviroiunent  on  large  construction  project.  Good 
communication  skills  essential.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 

Send  or  fax  resume  to: 

Wallace,  Floyd,  Associates 
286  Congress  Street 
Boston  MA  02210 

Fax  #  (617)  423-1094  No  phone  calls  please. 

IVFA  is  actively  pursuing  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employment 
Policy. 


On-Call  Bachelor's  Level  Clinician 


Participate  in  evaluation  and  disposition  process  for  mobile  crisis  team.  Assisi 
with  treatment  and  provide  direct  care  services.  Bachelor's  degree  in  mental 
health  field  plus  2  years'  post  degree  experience  required.  Retainer  plus  fee-for- 
service. 


Administrative  Assistant 


Challenging  opportunity  in  a  fast-paced  executive  office.  Only  those  able  to 
type  55  wpm  with  3  years'  experience  or  business  school  certificate  and  word 
processing  experience  will  be  considered  Short-hand  preferred.  Must  be  detail- 
oriented,  organized,  reliable,  and  able  to  work  both  independently  and  as  a 
team  member.  Part-time  (20  hours  per  week)  to  start.  Full-time  in  December. 
$8.92/per  hour.  Excellent  benefits. 


Homeless  Shelter  Service  Coordinator 


Coordinate  and  supervise  statewide  network  of  1 7  Mental  Health  Homeless 
Shelter  Specialists  and  a  Housing  Service  Advocate  who  serve  68  adult  home¬ 
less  shelters  throughout  the  state.  The  position  is  based  in  Everett  and  involves 
clinical  and  administrative  supervision  of  staff  plus  collaboration  and  consulta¬ 
tion  with  Dept,  of  Mental  Health  (jersonnel,  shelter  staff,  and  advocacy  groups. 
Master's  degree  in  a  mental  health  discipline  and  at  least  5  years  of  related  post¬ 
degree  clinical  experience  are  required.  Experience  with  emotionally  chal¬ 
lenged  persons  who  are  homeless  preferred.  Must  have  own  car.  $44,851. 


Please  send  vour  resume,  indicating  the  position  for  which  you  are 

applying,  by  5eplemE)er  24,  1993  to:  Personnel  Office,  Tri-City  Mental  Health 

and  Retardation  Center,  140A  Ferry  Street,  Malden,  MA  02148.  The  Center  Is 
an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  employer,  M/F/EVV. 
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Calendar/Short  News 


CALENDAR 

High  School  Diploma?;  Bos¬ 
ton  Asian  Youth  fesential  Ser¬ 
vice  is  offering  a  study  program 
to  complete  your  high  school 
diploma  or  improve  your  job  op- 
-jxirtunities.  The  study  program 
includes  reading  and  writing, 
math  and  computer,  career  ad¬ 
vice  and  resume  preparation. 
The  high  school  diploma  pro¬ 
gram  allows  each  student  to 
learn  at  his  or  her  own  pace.  Bos¬ 
ton  residents,  ages  16-21,  can 
apply  in  person  at:  Boston  Asian 
YES,  199  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston, 
MA  02111;  or  call  482-4243 
Mon.-Fri.  10  am  to  3  pm.  Ask  for 
Andria  Prom  or  Shepherd 
r  Roberts. 

Michael  Mao  Dance:  Oct.  2, 
Kresgc  Auditorium,  MIT,  at  8 
pm.  Known  throughout  New 
England  for  his  work  with  the 
Boston-based  Dinosaur  Dance 
Company,  Mao’s  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  work  has  been  seen 
throughout  the  US,  Europe  and 
Mexico.  The  highlight  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  will  be  the  Boston  premiere 
of  "Motion  Without  View."  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $15;  $7.50  for  students 
r  and  seniors;  they  are  available 
through  TicketPro  at  931-3100; 
or  at  the  MIT  Museum  Shop  a 
week  before  the  show,  or  at  the 
door.  For  info  call  253-9800. 

Fiber  Art  &  Sculptures  by 
Dora  Hsiung:  Through  Oct.  3,  at 
the  Depot  Square  Gallery,  1837 
Mass.  Ave.,  Lexington,  863- 
1597.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.  1—5, 
Sun.  1-4.  Her  newest  creations, 
featuring  her  original  techniques 
of  off-loom  weaving,  produce 
richly  textured  three  dimen¬ 
sional  effects  with  radiant  color 
gradations.  Also  on  view  are  a 
series  of  fiber  sculptures. 


Chinese  Culture  Week  at 
Cooiidge  Corner  Branch 
Library:  Sept.  18  through  Sept. 
25  at  the  library,  31  Pleasant  St., 
Brookline.  Sept.  18:  Two  films, 
"Purple  Crown"  and  "Cops  of 
Dragon  Year"  will  be  shown 
starting  at  1  pm;  Sept.  21,  perfor¬ 
mance  by  the  Chinese  Music  En¬ 
semble  of  the  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  Culture  Association, 
starting  at  7  pm;  Sept.  23:  Tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  folk  songs  by 
local  performers  at  7  pm;  all 
programs  are  free  and  open  to 
the  public.  Admission  tickets  re¬ 
quired  for  film  program  and  can 
be  picked  up  at  the  library.  For 
info,  call  730-2380. 

Yu  Shan  Landscape  Paint¬ 
ings:  Through  Sept.  25  at  the 
CCI,  276  Tremont  St.,  Boston. 
Tues.-Sat.  9:30  am-5  pm.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  For  info  call  542- 
4599. 

Oral  History  Photo  Exhibit: 
Photos  by  Thuy  Anh  Vo,  with 
stories  by  Vietnam,  Cambodian 
and  Laotian  students.  Free.  At 
the  Healey  Library,  UMass/Bos- 
ton  Harbor  Campus,  Dor¬ 
chester. 

"Autumn  Celebration":  Dinner 
and  Dance  hosted  by  the  Nation- 
al  Association  of  Asian 
American  Professionals:  Sept. 
25,  7  pm-1  am.  Days  Inn,  399 
Grove  St.,  Newton.  Dinner 
served  at  7:30  pm.  Advance  tick¬ 
ets  required  for  dinner  and 
dance,  $27.  Dance  at  9:30  pm, 
tickets  available  at  the  door  for 
$12.  For  info  call  and  leave  a 
message  at  617-646-3179. 

Grand  Opening  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cul¬ 
tural  Association’s  Chinese 
Community  Center:  Sept.  18, 11 
am  to  2  pm,  437  Cherry  St.,  West 


ELDERLY  HOUSING 


Professionally  landscaped  1  &  2-bedroom  apt. 
Privately  owned  housing  for  people  with  fixed 
incomes.  Special  features  include,  off-street 
parking,  closed  circuit  TV,  intercom  system, 
recreation  room,  on-going  resident  functions, 
and  air-conditioning.  Conviniently  located  to 
shopping  and  transportation.  For  more  info, 
or  a  personal  tour,  call  Cheryl  at  617- 
592-1246.  TDD#  1-800-545-1833  x  131 


Chestnut  Gardens  Apartments 
Lynn,  MA 

An  MB  Residential  Community 


Newton.  Ribbon  cutting. 

Allston-Brighton  Ethnic  Fes¬ 
tival:  Sept  19,  3-6  pm.  Oak 
Square,  Brighton.  Filipino, 
African,  Irish  and  Latin 
American  dance  and  music.  Also 
ethnic  foods  and  crafts.  For  info, 
call  787-0199. 

Dinner  Dance  Fundraiser  to 
Benefit  Battered  Asian  Women 
Shelten  Sept.  25,  6:30  to  11:30 
pm,  at  the  Hillcrest,  220  Bear 
Hill  Rd.,  Waltham,  tickets  $45, 
includes  dinner,  live  music,  door 
prizes.  For  reservations  and  info 

call  Carmen  Chan  at  617-739- 
6696. 

"Unbinding  Our  Lives"  and 
"Living  in  Infamy":  Sept.  8-26,  at 
the  Leland  Center,  Boston  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St. 
Wed.  through  Sat.  evenings  at  8 
pm,  Sundays  at  2  pm;  tickets: 
$10.25  advance;  $12.25  at  the 
door.  For  reservations  and  info, 
call  the  Asian  American  Theater 
Project  at  868-3077. 

SHORT  NEWS 


migrants  were  transferred  to  the 
fishing  boat  and  kept  below  deck 
for  some  30  hours.  They 
debarked  at  Leonard’s  wharf  in 
New  Bedford  and  were 
transported  to  New  York  in 
three  U-Haul  trucks.  The  indict¬ 
ment  was  announced  in  US  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  in  Boston. 

Charged  were  Kiet  Trung 
Tran  and  Cau  Tan  Nguyen  of 
Salem,  and  Due  Minh  Nguyen  of 
Peabody.  Also  charged  and  ar¬ 
rested  in  New  York  were  two 
members  of  Fuk  Ching,  a  New- 
York  based  organized  crime 
gang.  Several  other  suspects 
were  arrested  in  Chicago  and 
Wichita,  Kan.  The  others 
charged  are  from  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

NATIONAL 

Asian  Workers 

Hold  Convention 


iofk;  i^avia  irasK,  Jr.,  a 
prominent  Hawaiian  labor 
leader;  and  Frank  Atonio,  the 
named  plaintiff  in  the  historic 
Wards  Cove  discrimination  case. 

The  convention’s  keynote 
speaker  was  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jack- 
son,  who  pledged  to  work  with 
APALA  for  justice  and  equality. 
The  Convention  passed  resolu¬ 
tions  supporting  the  Justice  for 
Wards  Cove  Workers  Act. 
Resolutions  were  also  passed 
opposing  the  current  anti-im¬ 
migrant  backlash,  condemning 
the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement,  advocating 
unionization  for  Asian 
American  workers,  and  oppos¬ 
ing  the  rise  in  racially  motivated 
hate  crimes. 


Clinton  Appoints 
Two  Asians 


President  Clinton  last  month 


LOCAL 

Three  Arrested 
For  Smuggling 
Three  local  men  were  among 
3  charged  with  smuggling  137 
llegal  Chinese  immigrants  into 
loston  last  year. 

The  men  were  charged  in  a 
ederal  indictment,  which  alleges 
hat  a  Taiwan  freighter  carrying 
he  immigrants  rendezvouzed 
vith  a  fishing  boat  off  the  Mas- 
.achusetts  coast.  The  im¬ 


The  Asian  Pacific  American 
Labor  Alliance,  AFL-CIO,  held 
its  first  national  convention  in  appointed  two  Asian  Americans 
California  last  month.  senior  executive  posts  in  his 

During  the  convention,  more  administration.  They  are,  N.Cin- 
than  400  Asian  workers  marched  ^amon  Domsife  as  alternate  ex- 
through  downtown  Los  Angeles  ^ative  director  of  the  Asian 
to  support  Latino  hotel  workers  Dovolopment  Bank.  Dornsife 
and  janitors  in  a  solidarity  ac-  recently  program  director 

for  Asian  Affairs  at  the  US-Asia 

Honored  at  the  convention  Environmental  Partnership . 
were  four  Asian  Pacific  Appointed  assistant  deputy 
American  Civil  Rights  pioneers:  junder-secretary  for  environmen- 
Fred  Korematsu,  who  chal-^^^  security  was  Josephine  S. 
lenged  the  internment  Her  experience  includes 

Japanese  Americans  during  yc^rs  as  a  program  manager 
World  War  II  before  the  US  toxicologist  at  the  EPA. 
Supreme  Court,  and  who  was 

vindicated  by  the  courts  in  the  - 

mid-1980s;  Yuri  Kochiyama,  a 
nationally  known  community 
and  peace  activist  from  New 


FAIRWEATHER 
APARTMENTS 
ELDERLY  COMPLEX 

LOCATIONS:  •  Peabody  *  Danvers 
•  Salem  *  Beverly 

Come  to  the  North  Shore.  Privately  owned  &  subsidized 
building  with  maintenance  staff  avail.  24  hours.  Wonder¬ 
ful  neighbors,  off  street  parking,  activities  for  all. 

Please  call  Cindy,  Mon.  —  Fri.,  8:30  -  4:00 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNin 


508-744-7835 

TDD  1-800-545-1833  x  132 


The  Museum  of  Science  has  htsKireds  of  living,  ch 
Each  gives  ^  an  honest-to-goodn^  encounter  wii 


hands-on  exhibits  -  everything  from  owls  to  eyeballs;  a  life-size  ^rannosaurus  Rex  to  the  fabled  Van  de  Graaff  generator. 
So,  if  you  still  think  the  Museum  is  a  dusty  old  coiiection  of  ^res  and  bread  moid,  you  are  In  for  the  shock  of  a  lifetime 
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ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 

ATTORNEY 

One  Boston  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  72 
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CONDOS  FOR  SALE 

MALDEN.  Large  one  bedroom  with  fireplace  (low  70's)  and  sunny  studio 
(low  40’s)  in  brick  building  witli  Back  Bay  cliarm.  Walk  to  T.,  10  minutes  to 
Bostoa  Cheaper  to  own  tlian  rent!  (617)  321-7624,  English  spoken  only. 
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«!' Rosaria  Salerno  — 

Rosaria  Salerno  for  Mayor 
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ELAINE  NO 
HANG  NOUTEN 
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Paid  for  by  The  Salerno  Committee, 
T.illian  Gonzales,  Treasurer. 
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NOW  HIRING 

Metlife,  a  national  insurance  and  financial 
services  firm,  is  planning  to  add  three 
individuals  to  specialized  in  business  & 
personal  financial  services.  Person  selected 
could  expect  3-1/2  yrs.  formal  training  7 
development  administered  by  a  professional 
staff.  Complete  fringe  benefits  and  income 
between  $40K  &  75K  during  training,  based 
on  commission  and  training  bonus.  Virtually 
unlimited  thereafter.  Applicants  should  have 
background  in  business,  education  or  sales  and 
be  a  hard  worker.  To  arrange  a  confidential 
interview,  please  call  mr.  Leo  Tam  at  (617) 
451-0912  or  send  resume  to; 

Mr.  Leo  Tam 
Metropolitan  Life 
65  Harrison  ave.  Rm.  401 
Boston  MA  02111 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


ORIENTAL  FASHIONS, 
IMPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  A  MAGAZINES 
KUNG  FU  A  KARATE  EQUIPMENT, 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
llhOO  AM  TO  6:00  PM 


SILKY  WAY  /  CHINESE  AMERICAN  CO.,  INC. 

44  KNKELAND  STREET,  BOOTON,  MASS.  03111 
TEL:  (617)  461-6719  FAX  (817)  461-3318 
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•BayBank  Basic  Checking:  $2.50  a  month  ($1.50  with  direct  paycheck  deposit).  No  minimum  balance. 
8  checks  a  month  and  4  BayBank  X-Press  24  withdrawals  included  in  $2.50  fee.  $.75  each  additional. 
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HAL  K.  LEVITTE  LAW  OFFICES 

One  Boston  Place,  Boston 
Boston  Office:  (617)  227-1792 
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°  '  -’S’pXrti'JB 

$158,900 

(617)  961-3928  ♦  o 


Quali  Print  Graphix 

1094  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston,  MA 
Tel  (61 7)  277-3690  Fax  (617)  277-3391 

A  Offset  Printing: 

Business  Cards,  Leherheads,  Envelopes, 
Brochures,  Invoices,  etc. 

A  State-of-the-art  Computer  Typesehing 

▲  Computer  Graphics  and  Layout 

▲  Hgh  Speed  and  Large  Volume  Xerox  Copying 
A  Pick-up  and  Deuvery  Service 
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VIDEO  DDOODCI'ION 
TELx  277- €€33 


Do  you  take  pride  in  your  work  and  possess 
a  strong  work  ethic?  Do  you  pay  close  atten¬ 
tion  to  detail  and  have  good  organizational 
skills?  Then  Bright  Horizons,  the  country's 
leading  provider  of  work-site  child  care, 
invites  you  to  apply  for 

Muketing  Coo^ 

Entry-level  position  with  potential  for 
growth.  Responsibilities  will  mclude  sup¬ 
porting  marKeting  and  advertising  efforts 
centers,  including  ad  placement,  tracking 
statistics  and  handling  telephone  inquines. 
Proficiency  in  Lotus.  Wordperfect  and  excd- 
lent  writing  skills  requued. 

Rayit^  Assistant  # 

Newlv  created  position  wUl  invc^ve  key- 
puncning  payroll  and  human  resource  data 
into  our  automated  payroll  system  as  well  as 
assisting  in  all'aspects  of  the  payroU  func¬ 
tion  Successful  candidates  will  nave  at  least 
two  years  experience  including  demon¬ 
strated  familiarity  with  an  automated  payroll 
system  Send  resunies  ta  Bnght  Horizons, 
Attn:  Eileen  SmitK  One  Kendall  Square, 

Bldg.  1500,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  bright 
Horizons  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer 
dedicated  to  diversifying  our  workpl^  No 
phone  callA  please 

attv  Bright  Horizons 
Children^  Center 
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Operation  A.B.L.E. 
of  Greater  Boston 

TRAINING  FOR  SUCCESS 
AT 

OPERATION  A.B.L.F-. 

IF  YOU'RE  AGE  55  OR  OVER  LIVE  IN  BOSTON 
AND  INCOME  ELIGIBLE- 

FREE 

AUTOMATED  ACCOUNTING, 
MEDICAL  OFFICE  SKILLS  CLASSES 

ALL  CLASSES  START 
IN  OCTOBER 

FOR  MORE  INFORNUTION  CALL 
OPERATION  A.aL.E. 

542-4180 

119  BEACH  STREET  BOSTON 
MINORITIES  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY 
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Quincj  Office  :  299  Nawport  ATonue,  Suite  7» 

QuiDC7.  MA  02170 
(BP  WolWn  WiuJSRS.  fi41(t*l?)ti) 

MMitm  • 

Boeton  Office  :  S6  Harriaon  ATenue,  Suite  401» 

Paul  K.  NG 

Borton.  MA  02111  (EPWWBitt*!? E3«)  RigisWred  E«p™«.nt.ti« 

0  ;  (617)  847-6228  ^  (617)  451-0912 
:  (617)  968-3297 
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Newton  Cemetery 

Corporation 
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791  Walnut  Street,  Newton  Center,  MA  02169  (617)  332-0047 
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BROWN  FURNITURES  CO. 


•  ims  » j£  mass  ave. 

1888-92  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118. 
tr  446-6086  •  tg  Bob  5|J  Morty 
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BELLINGHAM  AND  UPTON 

We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  minority  waiting  list  for  1, 
2,  3  and  4  bedroom  apartments.  MHFA  (13A)  low  and  moderate  in¬ 
come  development.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting,  heat  and  hot  water  includ¬ 
ed.  Some  balconies  and  dishwashers.  Call  508-966-2460 


OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GEN  lAL 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUaETTS 
ACCOUNTING  CLERK  H 
Maintains  payment  records  for  the  Office;  prepares  and 
processes  documents  relating  to  such  records,  performs  related 
work  as  required.  Requirements:  ability  to  perform  detailed 
work  independently;  skill  on  making  accurate  simple 
mathematical  computations;  general  knowledge  of  office 
operating  procedures;  good  knowledge  of  bookkeeping 
principles  and  procedures;  sufficient  typing,  data  entry  and 
calculator  skills;  ability  to  communicate  over  the  phone. 

Please  send  resumes  to: 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  iiersonnel  Office, 

One  Ashburton  Place,Boston,  MA  02108, 

Attn.  Doris  Donovan. 

Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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65  HARRISON  AYE.  «401 
(617)  451-0912 
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You  are  cordially  invited  to 
the  Grand  Opening  of  the  Boston  Office  of 
the  Prudential  Asian  Atlantic  District 
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On: 

September  27,  1993 
11:00  AM 


At: 
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The  Prudential  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Suite  #102 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  338-0220 
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*Community  Says  •No '  to  NEMC  Garage 

*A  Portrait  of  the  Lao  Community 

interview:  Amy  Tan  on  the  film  "The  Joy  Luck  Club" 

Sec  these  stories  and  more  in  the  English  section 
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